Creating a Mathematical Paj ntaub or “Flower Cloth”
Solve the math problems listed below.  Notice how these math problems include numbers written in English and Hmong as well as the numeral.  Answer in written English, written Hmong, AND numerals.
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	 six - tsib


	4 divided by ob
	ib plus one
	kaum minus 9

	yim  ÷ 2


	cuaj take away rau
	one + ob + ib
	xya - plaub

	rau divided by two


	2 multiplied by ob
	10 - xya
	plaub times one



	kaum ÷ kaum

	cuaj - xya
	rau divided  by 3
	peb divided  by peb


Use the table of answers as a KEY to make your own “story cloth.”  Fill in the grid below with the appropriate design.  


ib =   

  ob = 

   peb = 

 plaub = 



	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The above is a plaub by plaub (4 x 4) inch square.  With this information, find the following.  Explain how you found your answers.

Perimeter:





Area:  

























  Snail 		    Steps           Cucumber            Vegetable 


 Seed                Blossom





Did you know? Paj ntaub is Hmong for “flower cloth”, a form of artwork involving intricate needlework. The flower cloth uses several different design motifs such as those illustrated above.  These designs may vary from clan to clan as clans originally were isolated in various mountain communities.  Design motifs are used to help tell a story. Most designs reflect nature such as “elephant’s foot” or “mountains.”








